3T HISHT:

Chapter 7
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Sribhagavan uvaca

mayy asaktamanah partha
yogam yufijan madasrayah
asams$ayam samagram mam
yatha jAasyasi tac chrnu [1]

Translation — Sr_i Bhagawan said, “"Oh Partha! With your mind devoted to Me,
your self surrendered to Me, accomplished in yoga, give heed to that integral
perception of Mine that you will know without doubt.”

Exposition — A yogi, who has achieved the result of the practice of hridaya-
granthi-bheda, directly perceives Lord Vishnu who supports the entire world,
which means that he begins to know the true character of the consciousness of
the Conscious Void. When he achieves this state, he is introduced by his guru to
the consciousness of the Time that is replete in the consciousness of the Void and
then he becomes qualified for receiving the last stage of this ancient yoga. This
practice of yoga is called Rudra-granthi-bheda or muladhar-granthi-bheda.
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jAanam te ‘ham savijfianam
idam vaksyamy asesatah

yaj jiiatva ne ‘ha bhiyo ‘nyaj
jfiatavyam avasisyate [2]

Translation — I will bestow upon you all this knowledge along with its
expedients. When this is known, there is nothing worthwhile in this world that
remains to be known.

Exposition — In this world, nothing worthwhile remains to be known after
receiving advice of this great secret practice.
HAST wegY ivgadia & |

Iqam et sieg-ar IRy dwad: |13 1|

manusyanam sahasresu
kascid yatati siddhaye
yatatam api siddhanam

kascin mam vetti tattvatah [3]

Translation — Hardly someone in thousands undertakes this course, and one
amongst these persevering yogis knows My true character.

7-1



Exposition — A common man has no feeling of the immense consciousness of
his mind that is dormant and is therefore unaware of the fact that the dormant
consciousness can be awakened. Inspired by great men, only a few among such
innumerable commoners do a valorous practice after receiving the advice of this
ancient discipline of yoga from a sagacious yogi, and, hardly one among such
seekers of Samadhi is able to accomplish all the stages of this ancient yoga in his
lifetime and is able to know the true character of the Time, the brilliance of all
brilliance, the unbearable brilliant Time.
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bhdmir apo ‘nalo vayuh
kham mano buddhir eva ca
ahamkara it ‘'yam me
bhinna prakrtir astadha [4]

Translation — Earth, water, fire, air, sky, conscious mind, intellect and ego; My
state of self being is different from these eight aspects.

Exposition — The Time, the Supreme Soul, that gets manifested through the
medium of earth, water, fire, air and sky (the five elements) in the form of this
entire world is likewise manifested in the human form which is its supreme
manifestation by means of these five elements together with the conscious mind,
the intellect and infinite competencies of the mind that are intrinsic to it.
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apare ‘yam itas tv anyam
prakrtim viddhi me param
jivabhitam mahabaho

yaye ‘dam dharyate jagat [5]

Translation — This is My worldly self-existence, Oh Mahabaho! But beyond this,
i.e. beyond the Soul of all creatures lies My subtle self-existence that holds this
entire world.

Exposition — The eight distinct dimensions of the consciousness of the Time are
reflected in Its manifestations. These remain well beyond the limited intellect of
the commoners, but, yogis who have made enough progress towards knowing the
truth of the unmanifest Time know that it is the consciousness of the Time Itself
that is replete in the consciousness of the Void and that the consciousness of the
Time alone manifests this entire visible world. It is the Time that was unmanifest
before this creation came into being, that remains unmanifest after the creation
came into being and that will remain unmanifest even after this creation
disappears.
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sarvani ‘ty upadharaya
aham krtsnasya jagatah
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prabhavah pralayas tatha [6]

Translation — Let it be known that all creatures originated out of these two
states of self-existence, and I am the origin and the annihilation of the entire
universe.

Exposition — This entire visible world originated from the womb of the Time; the
Time Itself is its fosterer and the Time Itself is the cause of its annihilation.
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mattah parataram na ‘nyat
kimcid asti dhanamjaya
maye sarvam idam protam
sutre manigana iva [7]

Translation — Oh Dhananjaya! There is no one that excels Me. This all is
entwined with Me just like the jewels are strung with the thread.

Exposition — There is nothing in this moveable and immoveable world other
than the all-pervading Conscious Void that is hailed as Vishnu and the
consciousness of the Time that is replete in it. The threshold where the
consciousness of the Void transforms into the consciousness of the Time and the
division where the consciousness of the Time becomes conscious in the form of
the Void is known only to the unmanifest Time, the ultimate Supreme Being, or,
to him who has become one with the Time by knowing Its true character; who
else can know about it?
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raso ‘ham apsu kaunteya
prabha ‘smi $asislryayoh
pranavah sarvavedesu

$abdah khe paurusam nrsu [8]

Translation — Oh Kounteya! I am the fluid in water, the brightness of the moon
and the sun. I am Om in the Vedas, the sound in the sky and the vitality in the
men.

Exposition — That immense Unmanifest Element is manifested through the
medium of water and is the fluid in the water. Though It is experienced by gross
vision in the form of light, It is the ultimate light that is beyond the light. That
ultimate light is directly perceived by the yogis. It Itself manifests the manhood
and is also the great sound of Omkar that is experienced when one is established
in the consciousness of the immense Void.
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tejas ca ‘smi vibhavasau
jlvanam sarvabhitesu
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tapas ca ‘smi tapasvisu [9]

Translation — I am the sacred smell in the earth and the brilliance of fire. The
life of all creatures and the penance of all sages is also Me.

Exposition — Being a foundation for the synthesis of all the elements, this body
is like the earth, and all the sense organs of the body are like the smell, the
principal property of the earth-like body. It Itself is the brilliance of the fires of
yoga that is ignited by a yogi in this body to know the unmanifest consciousness
of the Time. The support of all life, or, the life of all life, is the Time Itself.

EEEIEEICIREIE- S IPICEIGE R

o~ CeN (N (N
lesglsHATHRH qoitdIRITTHEH | 10 | |

bijam sarvabhdtanam
viddhi partha sanatanam
buddhir buddhimatam asmi
tejas tejasvinam aham [10]

Translation — Oh Partha! Know Me to be the eternal seed of all the spirits. I am
the intellect of the intellectuals and the brilliance of the brilliant.

Exposition — This Time is such that it manifests the entire world, It is present
before its manifestation, after its manifestation and will always remain present
even after the wuniversal destruction. It is the distinguished intellect of
intellectuals and the brilliance of the brilliant, because intellect and brilliance have
been observed to grow only in the course of time.
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balam balavatam ca *ham
kamaragavivarjitam
dharmaviruddho bhitesu
kamo ‘smi bharatarsabha [11]

Translation — Oh Bharat!. I am the desireless and the detached might of the
mighty, and, also the lust that is pertinent to Dharma.

Exposition — Time Itself is the yogic power of the yogis who are practicing the
final stage of this ancient yoga by concentrating their awakened immense
consciousness in the consciousness of the Time with a desire of knowing It. It is
also the conscious Time Itself that motivates one for self-realization.
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ye cai ‘va sattvika bhava
rajasas tamasas ca ye

matta eve 'ti tan viddhi

na tv aham tesu te mayi [12]

Translation — Know also that Sattva, Raja, and Tama bhava originated from Me,
but, I am not in them and they are not in Me.
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Exposition — The Satvik inspiration to know the Time by awakening one’s
consciousness, the Rajoguna that is the cause of the corelation of the mind and
the senses, and the Tamoguna that causes a complete confinement within the
limitations of the sensuous objects, these all originate from the Time Itself. The
manifestation of the three gunas is only an extremely minute part of the great
consciousness of the Time, and this is why the Time-Conscious immensity
remains beyond them even though It is present in them.
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tribhir gunamayair bhavair

ebhih sarvam idam jagat

mohitam na ‘bhijanati

mam ebhyah param avyayam [13]

Translation — This entire world is bewildered by the presence of these three

gunas. That is why, it cannot comprehend Me, the imperishable Me that is beyond
this world.

Exposition — All the creatures of the world are captivated by the manifestation
of these three gunas, and by virtue of this captivation of theirs, they do not take
refuge in this ancient discipline of yoga to awaken the unlimited consciousness of
their mind. By not practicing yoga, they are unable to know the consciousness of
all the consciousness, the consciousness of the Time.
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daivi hy esa gunamayi
mama maya duratyaya
mam eva ye prapadyante
mayam etam taranti te [14]

Translation — This illusion of Mine that has trans-worldly characteristics is

difficult to surmount. Those who are constantly surrendered to Me, surmount this
illusion.

Exposition — Due to an absence of ambition to surmount physical limitations, it
is not possible for a common man to experience his immensity by crossing his
limitations. And those who are doing a determined practice of yoga to know the
truth of the immensity of Time by taking refuge in the Time Itself, become Time-
Conscious themselves by crossing all limitations.
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na mam duskrtino mudhah
prapadyante naradhamah
mayaya ‘pahrtajfiana
asuram bhavam asritah [15]
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Translation — The ones with their knowledge captivated by illusion, the mean
among the demonic persons, and the foolish doing sinful acts do not surrender to
Me.

Exposition — The mediocre men, who possess an intellect limited to physical
boundaries and are attached to sensuous objects, by not having a desire to
awaken themselves, are unable to have a feel of their dormant immense
consciousness. Because of their dormant consciousness, they cannot even think
of the consciousness of the Time, the consciousness of the entire consciousness
which is even beyond the consciousness of the Void.
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caturvidha bhajante mam
janah sukrtino ‘rjuna

arto jijAasur artharthi

jAiant ca bharatarsabha [16]

tesam jfiani nityayukta
ekabhaktir visisyate

priyo hi jAanino ‘trartham
aham sa ca mama priyah [17]

Translation — Oh Bharatasresta Arjuna! The virtuous who worship Me are of
four types - the seekers of wealth, the afflicted, the seekers of knowledge, and
the realized. Distinct amongst them is the realized who is constantly devoted and
singularly trustful, because he adores Me and I love him too.

Exposition — Those who have become eager to awaken their dormant immense
consciousness by receiving a glimpse of it, they out of their keenness to know
how to awaken it, try to receive the advice of this ancient practice of yoga. They
begin with the practice of yoga after receiving this advice from a great person, a
knower of the Brahma. Consequently, the yogis, by awakening their dormant
consciousness, concentrate that same upon the consciousness of the Time and
thereby acquiring the ultimate knowledge, take refuge in the Time Itself.
Distinguished even among such knowers is the one who successfully oversteps
the stages of yoga and unites with the consciousness of the Time by knowing Its
true character and thereby comes to love himself.
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udarah sarva evai ‘te

jAant tv atmai ‘va me matam
asthitah sa hi yuktatma

mam eva ‘nuttamam gatim [18]

Translation — They are all great, and yet, I feel that a knower is after all My
own form, because devoted as he is, he stands established in My best
destination.
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Exposition — All those yogis who are doing a determined practice of this ancient
yoga by receiving its advice are excellent. But those who are able, after passing
the stages of yoga, to unite their consciousness with the consciousness of the
Time, get absorbed in It by knowing Its true character.
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bahtinam janmanam ante
jAanavan mam prapadyate
vasudevah sarvam iti

sa mahatma sudurlabhah [19]

Translation — A knower, who, at the end of many of his births, worships Me as
‘Vasudev, who is everything’, such a great soul is difficult to find.

Exposition — He who comprehends Vasudev, the consciousness of the Void that
resides in the heart of all creatures by doing a step by step practice of yoga for
many lives and then knows, by the strength of yoga, the consciousness of the
Time that is replete in the Void, such a great soul is difficult to find even amongst
the knowers.
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kamais tais-tair hrtajfianah
prapadyante ‘nyadevatah

tam-tam niyamam asthaya
prakrtya niyatah svaya [20]

Translation — Distracted by a variety of desires, people worship various gods.
Their faith in their observances is decided by the state of their self-being itself.

Exposition — Ordinary people have an intellect that is held up within physical
boundaries and, therefore, they do not have even a feel of the unmanifest
immensity. Due to their limited intellect they remain committed to nurturing
themselves. Impelled by a desire to gain more, they place their faith upon some
god of their preference and worship that god.
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yo-yo yam-yam tanum bhaktah
$raddhaya ‘rcitum iddhati
tasya-tasya ‘caam $raddham
tam eva vidadhamy aham [21]

Translation — I fix the faith of each worshipper in that very form that he desires
to worship with faith.

Exposition — Either by reading about the deities in the scriptures or by hearing
enticing stories of ceremonial acts, a mediocre person places his faith upon the
deity of his preference and worships it. The Time further strengthens his faith in
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that same deity. His faith continues to grow stronger in the course of time in the
hope of getting the fruit.
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sa taya sraddhaya yuktas
tasya ‘radhanam Thate
labhate ca tatah kaman
mayai ‘va vihitan hi tan [22]

Translation — He propitiates that deity with faith and receives by the grace of
that god his desired joys that are ordained by Me.

Exposition — A mediocre person propitiating deities in this manner does not
awaken the immense consciousness of his mind, but instead worships an
extremely minute part of that immense Kala-Brahma. Fascinated by whichever
desire he performs that worship, that desire is fulfilled, as it is central to the acts
performed by him along with the worship of that deity.
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antavat tu phalam tesam

tad bhavaty alpamedhasam
devan devayajo yanti
madbhakta yanti mam api [23]

Translation — But this gain of those mediocre men is transient. Worshippers of
deities attain the deities, whereas My devotees attain Me.

Exposition — The mediocre men who remain fenced within their physical
limitations, consider their senses as godly on account of their predilection for
them, and continue to remain limited to sensuous objects. The yogis, who
earnestly practice yoga to awaken the innumerable competencies of their mind to
become Time-Conscious by knowing that consciousness of the Time, are united
with the Time Itself. But those who beseech the deities that are but a very
miniscule part of that unmanifest Time reminisce about those deities at the end of

their life and thus attain the world of those deities. They are born again in this
world.
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avyaktam vyaktim apannam
manyante mam abuddhayah
param bhavam ajananto

mama ‘vyayam anuttamam [24]

Translation — Unaware of My best imperishable ultimate presence, the foolish
consider Me, the unmanifest, to be a manifest presence.

Exposition — The foolish whose intellect is limited to the body and the senses
cannot even think about the unmanifest presence that manifests the body. Being
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limited in physical limitations, they have a preference for the body and cannot
grasp even a gleam of the consciousness of the Time that is replete in the
consciousness of the Conscious Void even after leading numerous lives.
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na ‘ham prakasah sarvasya
yogamayasamavrtah

mudho ‘yam na ‘bhijanati

loli mam ajam avyayam [25]

Translation — Enveloped by yogamaya®! I do not appear in the presence of all.
This ignorant world does not comprehend Me to be unborn and imperishable.

Exposition — Those, who do not practice yoga to awaken their dormant
consciousness, remain within physical limitations; which is why they cannot know
the immensity of the consciousness of the Time, the brilliance of all brilliance,
which is without beginning, is imperishable and unmanifest.
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veda ‘ham samatitani
vartamanani ca ‘rjuna
bhavisyani ca bhatani
mam tu veda na kascana [26]

Translation — Oh Arjuna! I know all those spirits that exist in the present, that
have passed, and also those that would appear in the future, but, no one knows
Me.

Exposition — The present was the future of the past and the present will be the
past of the future. Those, who are able to awaken themselves by yoga, can
realize that the time itself is standstill, but appears to be flowing. Consciousness
grasps that moment of time upon which it is focused. Focus of the consciousness
keeps shifting continuously, which is why it appears as if the time is flowing. The
yogis, who know this, can understand that past, present and future remain
merged together at once in that immense consciousness of the Time.
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icchadvesasamutthena
dvandvamohena bharata
sarvabhdtani sammoham
sarge yanti paramtapa [27]

Translation — Oh Bharat! The delusion of the duel arising out of desire and envy
is causing all the creatures in this world to face bewilderment.

1 Mystic power of yoga
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Exposition — Those who have consigned their consciousness to physical
limitations, they, by virtue of their ignorance about their latent immensity, remain
unhappy. They continue to long for the appeasement of the senses, and think of
happiness and sorrow in terms of the fulfillment of a wish or an obstruction in it,
and thereby they continue to remain confined to it.
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yesam tv antagatam papam
jananam punyakarmanam

te dvandvamohanirmukta
bhajante mam drdhavratah [28]

Translation — But those who have their sins cleared by sacred acts, become
free from the illusion of the conflicts, and established in a determined observance,
they worship only Me.

Exposition — By virtue of the observances that they follow to awaken the entire
immensity of their mind and to rise above the physical limits, the yogis rise above
the imaginary conflicts of happiness and sorrow, and by knowing the nature of
death, they unite with the consciousness of the Time that is replete in the
Conscious Void.
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jaramaranamoksaya

mam asritya yatanti ye

te Brahma tad viduh krtsnam
adhyatmam karma ca ‘khilam [29]

Translation — Those who take refuge in Me in their endeavor to get freedom
from ageing and death, know the Brahma, the entire spiritual wisdom and also
the entire karma.

Exposition — Those great persons who take support of this ancient discipline of
yoga for liberation from the great bondage of birth, and are successful in
awakening their immense consciousness by practicing yoga, very well realize the
importance of the body that provides a support to the consciousness of the mind.
Such great yogis complete all the stages of this ancient practice of yoga in their
life and persist in protecting their bodies to know the consciousness of the Time
that pervades the Conscious Void. In order to protect their body from ageing and
death until they do not get the ultimate result of their practice, they take support
of the Time Itself and take the help of medicinal procedures of transformation of
the body and of extending their life. Those who surrender to the Time and
endeavor in this manner to remain unaffected by age and death until the
completion of their practice, are able to know fully the Time-Conscious
imperishable Brahma, as-well-as the immensity of their mind that is Its
manifestation and also the expedients of yoga that awaken that immensity.
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sadhibhitadhidaivam mam
sadhiyajfiam ca ye viduh
prayanakale ‘pi ca mam

te vidur yuktacetasah [30]

Translation — Accomplished yogis, who know Me to possess the Supreme Spirit,
the Supreme God and the Supreme Yajna, remember only Me even at the
moment of death.

Exposition — Such highly accomplished great yogis awaken the immensity of the
mind by means of the body and are able to know the true character of the
unmanifest consciousness that manifests this immensity, i.e. the consciousness of
the Time that is replete in the Conscious Void. By knowing the consciousness of
the Time through the medium of death, they become Time-Conscious themselves
by forsaking their body.

Thus ends the seventh chapter named Jnana-Vijnana Yoga in the Upanishad of
the Shrimadbhagavad Gita, Brahma-Vidhya (the discipline of knowing the
Absolute), the yogic scripture, and the dialogue between Arjuna and Lord Krishna.
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